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Applicant 

Olympus Optical Co., Ltd., 

Title of the Invention 
FLEXIBLE TUBE 

Scope of Claim for a Utility Model Registration 

(1) A flexible tube including a rigid portion on at least a part of a freely bendable flexible 
mesh tube formed by knitting a metal wire, the rigid portion being formed by 
impregnation-curing a rigidity-adjusting member which adjusts flexibility of the tube, and 
having a surface of the metal wire exposed on an outer surface of the tube. 

(2) The flexible tube according to claim 1 , wherein rigidity-adjusting members respectively 
having different hardness are impregnation-cured on different portions of the flexible mesh 
tube. 

(3) The flexible tube according to claim 1 or 2, wherein a flexible portion which is more 
flexible than the rigid portion is formed, and the flexible portion is used as a distal end portion 
of an endoscope insertion portion, and the rigid portion is used as a flexible portion other than 
the distal end portion. 
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